Writing Software
Showdown

The Best Tools for Writing Novels,
Screenplays, and Comics
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Who We Are
Ben Lane Hodson Cindy Grigg

* Writer of the comic series: Shulter, 8-, \wiiter and content expert for Office
Bit, Bukeey, & fhe soon to be Software Suites for About.com.
released Blood & Glory.

« Writer of short film Marooned Office.About.com

(winner of Houston International
Film Festival).

CindyGrigg.com

« Writer of The Saltair Paradox series,
a science fiction time travel mystery
with a good dose of romancel

Find AVIATRIX on Amazon

* First novel Tales of the Macabre
West 1o be published in summer

2014.

BenLaneHodson.com



What You'll Learn In This Session

Software and technology options are legion. We hope to
connect you with the chosen few.

Our goal is to give you:

« Our top software picks for novels, screenplays, and
comics.

* Exposure to tools you may not know about.

* Productivity tips and tools we’ve learned along the way.



Software For Novels,
Novellas, Short
Stories...




Types of Software for Novels

* Drafting
— Software for Outliners — Scrivener ($40)

— Software for Pantsers
— Word 2013 (Free - $90+)
— Google Docs (Free)
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icrosoft Word 2013
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SOFTWARE FOR
SCREENPLAYS




Software for Screenplays

How Screenplay writing differs from prose
— Formatting

— No inner thoughts

— Don’t include shot notes (mid, wide, close-up)

ouc) jouLy

Final Draft

— Be visual / 1 page per minute

Popular Screenplay Software

— Final Draft ($249.99) Ce t)
— Movie Draft SE ($29.99)

— Celtx Script ($19.99)

Recommendation: Final Draft Pro Mov'eDraft

Professional screenwriting s ge and screen



oftware for Screenplays
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Final Draft Pro

Formatting

EXT. MOUNTAINSIDE - AFTERNOONW

A withered and wrinkled hand .uuquu to grasp jagged rocks.
OLD MAN oweats ao he tries to pull himself up the mountain.
He looks down to see how far he's come. It's less than he

thought.

EXT. FOREST -~ LATE AFTERNCON

GRANDSON
Ne’s this way grandpas.

GRANDECN pulls OLD MAN by the hand. The GRANDSON's dog lays
sick on the ground.

GRANDSON (CONT'D)
He won’t get up.

OLD MAN exanines DOG. He pulles ite mouth open and finds
pieces of grass on ita teeth. There L2 scee blood and vomit
next to DOC. OLD MAN locks at the chewed grass closely.

OLD MAN
He's been eating Tacker weed. Very
poisonous.

GRANDSON
Will he die?

Scene Navigator

0 Navigator .
A Title Location Color

Page
1 Up the mountain  MOUNTAINSIDE i
2 FOREST 1
3 NEAR CABN 2
5 OUTSIDE CABN 2
e OUTSIDL CABN )
7 MOUNTAINSIDE 3
8 CABIN 3
9 QUTSION CARN 4
10 MOUNTAINSIDE 5

e L bl



Mobile and
Alternative Tools...




Alternative Writing Methods
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Apps and Mobile

Drafting Notetaking
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SOFTWARE FOR
COMIC BOOKS




Software For Comic Writing

« Writing, Layout, & Comic Story Design e L
— Page turners ,,mh.“”
— lIssue cliffhangers .

— Panel design / sequential art

— Script -> Roughs -> Pencils -> Inks -> Colors -> Bubbles

« Popular Comic Writing Software
— Microsoft Word ($9.99 per month)
— Celtx Script ($19.99)
— Final Draft ($249.99)

« Recommendation: Celix Script



Celtx Script

Formatiting

Page 1 Agent Orange and Agent Black are having a
conversation at the OSI lunchroom about their boss,
Marty Stull, who may be a bit too perfecrt.

Panel 1 Marcty Stull is chatting with an underling in the
foreground. Orange and Black are having lunch in

the background.

AGENT ORANGE:

AGENT BLACK:

Panel 2 Same shot.

AGENT ORANGE:
free puppy-adoption agency,

Orange is scowling.

Marcty Stull infuriates me.

But he's so thoughtful! How
could you hate him?

What could make someone open a

cure AIDS and win a

xedeé of Honor? Nothing but evil, I assure

you.

Panel 3 Marty and his conversant

what appears to be a fun and light-hearted

conversation.

are yukking it up,

having

Script Tagging
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“Belng like everybody Is the same as
being nobody.”

- Rod Serling



Advice for Writers

Write every day

Connect with other writers or readers every day
Read A LOT
* Define your goals as a writer

Study the craft of writing
 Make a soundirack

Blogging, social media, and networking

Finish a project
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Novels

! Symopus
m & Barn Collapse

ph Saves Abel

m Clean-up
50 1own for supplies

ph Steals Flint & Steel

L Money to Reverend Piltier

s Scarecrow from Dr. Zogo

Outline

Satun

Frst

Farwt

Frst

First

Frst

Dr

Draft .

Drafts & Revision

The clouds gathered and the wind kicked up dust into Abel’s eyes as he drove the
plow forward. The bit of morning sun was now eclipsed by the shadows of ever
increasing clowds blanketing the sky. The sweat on Abel’s shirtless back cooled in
the growing breeze

He drove the mule forward, finishing the line, and then stopping to wipe his
forehead with the top of his tattered hat, He looked back at the row wincing at a
couple of the crooked spots that were more noticeable now that he could see the
entire line. Papa would have done it better.

The old scarecrow flittered in the wind, its ragged wool overcoat marked with a
patchwork of sewn-on pleces of cloth. The straw had fallen from the misshapen
head over the years so that it looked more of a deflated ball at this point, The
painted grin peeled and flaked now resembled half a cheshire cat It hung slightly o
one side, the wooden pole it sat upon roting where it had been placed so many
years ago.

Joseph came running onto the field, yelling something that Abel could not quite
make out. The wind carried the words off before they could reach ham. He tiptoed
forward, caredul not o step on the newly planted seeds

“Abel. Abel” Joseph panted in between the words, trying to catch his breath

“Now hold on there,” said Abel as he knelt down 1o be eye to eye with his Eittle
brother,

*Momma says there Is a big storm coming,”

*Dont | know it" He put his hand on Joseph’s shoulder. *Alright, | best get the
animals safe in the barn.”

r
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Collaboration

» Collaborating (Writers Groups, Co-
authoring, etc)

— Real-time — Google Docs, Office Online (Free)

— Webinar - GoToMeeting, Adobe Connect
(Varies)



Poetica.com

-J. POETICA

Make words easy.

Get a littie help from your friends,
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SOFTWARE FOR
EBOOKS




eBook Software - SIGIL
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