
Writing Software 
Showdown 
The Best Tools for Writing Novels, 
Screenplays, and Comics 



Word Count 

CAN YOU 
 DOUBLE OR TRIPLE 

 YOUR WORD COUNT 
 BY USING BETTER TOOLS AND 

TECHNOLOGY? 



Who We Are 

Ben Lane Hodson 
•  Writer of the comic series: Shutter, 8-

Bit, Bukeey, & the soon to be 
released Blood & Glory.  

•  Writer of short film Marooned 
(winner of Houston International 
Film Festival).  

•  First novel Tales of the Macabre 
West to be published in summer 
2014. 

BenLaneHodson.com 

 

Cindy Grigg 
•  Writer and content expert for Office 

Software Suites for About.com. 

Office.About.com 

CindyGrigg.com 

•  Writer of The Saltair Paradox series, 
a science fiction time travel mystery 
with a good dose of romance!  

Find AVIATRIX on Amazon 



What You’ll Learn In This Session 
Software and technology options are legion. We hope to 
connect you with the chosen few. 

Our goal is to give you: 

•  Our top software picks for novels, screenplays, and 
comics.  

•  Exposure to tools you may not know about. 

•  Productivity tips and tools we’ve learned along the way. 



Software For Novels, 
Novellas, Short 
Stories… 



Types of Software for Novels 

• Drafting 
– Software for Outliners – Scrivener ($40) 
– Software for Pantsers  

– Word 2013 (Free - $90+) 

– Google Docs (Free) 

 

 



Scrivener 



Scrivener 

Novel Organization Word Goals Print / eBook Compiling 



Microsoft Word 2013 



Google Docs 



SOFTWARE FOR 
SCREENPLAYS 



Software for Screenplays 
•  How Screenplay writing differs from prose 

–  Formatting 

–  No inner thoughts 

–  Don’t include shot notes (mid, wide, close-up) 

–  Be visual / 1 page per minute 

•  Popular Screenplay Software 
–  Final Draft ($249.99) 

–  Movie Draft SE ($29.99) 

–  Celtx Script ($19.99) 

•  Recommendation: Final Draft Pro 



Software for Screenplays 



Final Draft Pro 
Formatting Scene Navigator 



Mobile and 
Alternative Tools… 



Alternative Writing Methods 

•  Speech to Text – Speaking 
Your Story 

•  SmartPens - LiveScribe 

•  OCR – Optical Character 
Recognition 

•  Inking 

 



Apps and Mobile 

PlainText Prompts 

Drafting Notetaking 



SOFTWARE FOR 
COMIC BOOKS 



Software For Comic Writing 
•  Writing, Layout, & Comic Story Design 

–  Page turners 

–  Issue cliffhangers 

–  Panel design / sequential art 

–  Script -> Roughs -> Pencils -> Inks -> Colors -> Bubbles 

•  Popular Comic Writing Software 
–  Microsoft Word ($9.99 per month) 

–  Celtx Script ($19.99) 

–  Final Draft ($249.99) 

•  Recommendation: Celtx Script 



Celtx Script 
Formatting Script Tagging 



Blood & Glory 



“Being like everybody is the same as 
being nobody.”  

                                             - Rod Serling 



Advice for Writers 

•  Write every day 

•  Connect with other writers or readers every day 

•  Read A LOT 

•  Define your goals as a writer 

•  Study the craft of writing 

•  Make a soundtrack 

•  Blogging, social media, and networking 

•  Finish a project 



Questions? 

cindygrigg.com 

benlanehodson.com 



Novels 

Outline 

Drafts & Revision 

Layout 



Collaboration 

• Collaborating (Writers Groups, Co-
authoring, etc) 
– Real-time – Google Docs, Office Online (Free) 
– Webinar – GoToMeeting, Adobe Connect 

(Varies) 
 



Poetica.com 



SOFTWARE FOR 
EBOOKS 



eBook Software - SIGIL 


